
 

Greetings from Academic Affairs! 
 
On behalf of the Division of Academic Affairs, I want to thank the SUNY Potsdam faculty, staff, 
and students for what continues to be an exceptional fall semester.  While many communities 
across our region, state, and country have experienced expected rises in COVID-19 cases as we 
have entered into the fall season, the incidences at SUNY Potsdam have remained remarkably 
low (updates on our cases can be found on our Coronavirus Case Detail site).  Our success is 
due to the incredible commitment of everyone on campus to keeping ourselves, and each other, 
healthy and safe.  This is no small featȯand I thank everyone for your incredible diligence and 
support of our students! 
 
As we celebrate our successes this fall, it is also time to turn our attention and planning to the 
Spring,ȱ2021ȱsemester.ȱȱSUNY’sȱChancellorȱhasȱdevelopedȱveryȱspecific guidelines for all SUNY 
campuses related to expectations around testing, move in/move out, calendars, and remote 
instruction.  These guidelines can be accessed here.  In addition, our campus held virtual Town 
Halls last week for families/students and SUNY Potsdam employees.  Recordings of the 
Faculty/Staff Town Halls can be accessed online.  I want to personally thank everyone who 
participated in these forums, and who offered questions and feedback regarding our upcoming 
fall move-out and spring reopening.   
 
Included in this Newsletter are updates specific to academic planning for the Spring, 2021 
semester.  While the reality of the pandemic may substantially alter what we are ultimately 
implement, I am optimistic that we will be able to continue to provide our students with a range 
of high quality and engaging academic experiencesȯincluding those that are face-to-face as 
well as remote.  Excellence in teaching has been, and continues to be, a hallmark of the SUNY 
Potsdam experience. 
 
Thankȱyouȱagainȱforȱyourȱcreativity,ȱpatience,ȱandȱcommitmentȱtoȱourȱstudents’ȱsuccess.ȱȱIȱhopeȱ
that you and your family have a restful Thanksgiving break, and I look forward to seeing youȯ
albeit virtuallyȯas we enter into the last weeks of our Fall, 2020 semester. 
 

 

Provost’sȱCorner 
Microsoft             

 

Bette S. Bergeron, Provost & Senior VP for Academic Affairs November 18, 2020 

https://www.potsdam.edu/studentlife/wellness/healthservices/campus-health-alerts/coronavirus-updates/coronavirus-case-details
here
https://sunypotsdam.sharepoint.com/sites/AllEmployeesSharePointSite/Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=8jl416&cid=c33a4f85-87c4-4fe0-acfc-08a1b63885e4&RootFolder=/sites/AllEmployeesSharePointSite/Documents/COVID/OpenForums&FolderCTID=0x0120007106E5707A0589429DA17B6A5E416132


Kudos 
 
Distance Education Faculty Excellence.  Seon Levius, (Business Administration) has been 
awarded the Thomas L. and Jane D. Russell Distance Education Faculty Excellence Award for 
his pedagogy using inquiry-based learning. His methods challenge students in his business 
process analysis class to identify problems and inefficiencies in real-world business processes, 
then create workarounds and solutions that push the envelope through their use of information 
systems and technology solutions. The Thomas L. and Jane D. Russell Distance Education 
Faculty Excellence Award recognizes SUNY Potsdam faculty who are conducting their courses 
in an exemplary manner, providing them with a financial incentive to improve their distance 
education courses and rewarding those who make their courses available as widely as possible 
by removing all unnecessary barriers. The Russells endowed the award to encourage high 
impact practices in SUNY Potsdam's distance education program. 
 
Drescher Award.  Jessica Rogers (Environmental Studies) has been selected as a participant in 
the Dr. Nuala McGann Drescher Leave Program for her scholarship focused on an Analysis of an 
Invasive Wetland Species in Northern New York. 
 
Joanne Fazioli Award.  Congratulations to Susie Cobb (Purchasing & Payables), a recent 
recipientȱofȱtheȱSUNYȱPurchasingȱAssociation’sȱJoanne Fazioli Award for excellence in 
procurement. 
 
Favorite Professor Awards.  Congratulations to the following for being voted as the Favorite 
Professor for your Department by students!  These awards were given as part of "Potsdam 
Appreciation Week" (PAW) sponsored by the student group Emerging Leaders.  On behalf of 
Emerging Leaders, THANK YOU for all you do each day to support students. 
 

Anthropology Timothy Messner 
Art Danielle Johns & Caroline Downing 
Arts Management Joshua Vink 
Biology Jan Trybula & Walter Conley 
Business Administration Karen Caldwell 
Chemistry Patricia French 

Computer Science 
Laura Grabowski, Supraja Gurajala, &  
Brian Ladd 

Criminal Justice Yanick Dulong 
Curriculum & Instruction Kathy Valentine 



Early Childhood Sarah Solley 
Elementary Education Victoria Hayes & K. Chad Graham 
English & Communication (Literature) James Donahue 
English & Communication (Speech/ 
Communications) John Youngblood 
English & Communication 
(Writing/Composition) Jessica Heffner 
Environmental Studies Jessica Rogers 
Exercise Science Jennifer Pfotenhauer & Tanya Hewitt 
Geology Paige Quinton & Adam Pearson 
History Sheila McIntyre 
Interdisciplinary Studies Matthew Lavine  
International Studies Michael Popovic 
Literacy Marta Albert & Sheryl Scales  
Mathematics Laura Person 
Modern Languages Sergio Lopez 
Music Business Program Drew Coles 
Music Education Nils Klykken 
Music Performance Deborah Massell 
Music, Theory, History & Composition Erin Brooks 
Philosophy David Curry 
Physics Biman Das 
Politics Robert Hinckley 
Psychology James Fryer 
Public Health & Human Performance Heather Cowen-Wilson 
Secondary Education Laura Brown 
Sociology Anna Sorensen 
Theatre & Dance Todd Canedy & Rivka Rocchio 

Watertown Campus 
Lynette Emrich, Kathleen Valentine, Laura 
Carbone, & Victoria Hayes 

Wilderness Education Adam Wheeler 
Women and Gender Studies Christine Doran 

 
Favorite Staff Awards.  Congratulations to the following for being voted as the Favorite Staff 
for your Department/Unit by students!  These awards were given as part of "Potsdam 
Appreciation Week" (PAW) sponsored by the student group Emerging Leaders.  On behalf of 
Emerging Leaders, THANK YOU for all you do each day to support students. 

x Favorite Clerical Staff Member:  Laura Peary    
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know!  Just email me at bergerbs@potsdam.edu.  

 

x Favorite PACES Staff Member:   Geraldine Klohr  
x Favorite Librarian:  Edward Komara  
x Favorite Administrator:  Shawn Ramos  
x Favorite Cleaner:  Cleaners of Bowman South: Tammy Russell, Laurie Burgoyne, Cindy 

Emerson, Trish LaPointe & Ryan Russell  
x Favorite Department: Residence Life & Favorite Person in Department: Julie Dold  
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